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Libby Community Advisory Group

Meeting Summary
June 22,2000

I n t r o d u c t i o n s
Gerald Mueller and Libby Community Advisory Group (CAG) members present introduced
themselves. A list of the members in attendance is attached below as A p p e n d i x 1.
Agenda
Mr. Mueller reviewed an agenda for this meeting including the f o l l o w i n g topic s:
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA )Report
• ATSDR Report
• Community Medical Trust U p d a t e
• Report from Stres s Response Team
• W.R. Grace Responses to CAG Member Questions
• Public Comment Period
• Next S t e p s - Meeting Date and Agenda
Clinton Mayoard May 25,2000 Meeting Statement
Gerald Mueller announced that he neglected to attach Clinton Maynard's statement at the May 25,
2000 meeting to the June 8,2000 meeting summary. The statement is attached to this summary.
EPA Report
Wendy Thomi gave E P A ' s report.
Site Cleanups - EPA is beginning mobilization, inventory, and decontamination at the screening plant
site. The Parkers have been relocated and are part ic ipat ing in the site cleanup. Demolition is
scheduled to begin on June 26. EPA has rejected W.R. Grace's work plan for the export site. W.R.
Grace has until June 28 to respond to EPA's comments and to resubmit the work plan. If W.R, Grace
does not submit an acceptable work plan by that date, EPA may proceed with cleanup and bill the
company. Copies of the W.R. Grace work plan and EPA's comments are available at the EPA
I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby.
Sampling Results
EPA has begun mailing the results of the dust and indoor air sampling of the 85 homes conducted this
past March and April. EPA hopes to analyze the insulation and soil samples with scanning electron
microscopy or infrared microscopy. The technique formerly used, polarized light microscopy, has
been discontinued. The change in analytical technique will delay reporting the results of the insulation
and soil samples for two months. The interviews of the peop l e in 80 of the sampled homes and
businesses have been completed. EPA will convene a public meeting on Thursday, Jury 13 at 7:00
p.m. in the Memorial Gym to discuss the dust and ambient air sampling results.
Question from CAG Member - Whose decision is it to change analytical techniques, and was the
change a problem for anyone in EPA?
Answer: Chris Weis of EPA makes the decision to move to the latest technology. No one in EPA has
a problem making the change. Doing so, however, requires writing a new analytical protocol.
Because the protocol would a f f e c t work at other sites as well as Libby, EPA must provide an
opportuni ty for comments on the new protocol The protocol dra f t ing and the need to receive and
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review comments is the cause of the two month delay in repor t ing the insulation and soil samplingresults.
(Question from CAG Member - Will the change in analytical technique mean that any homes andbusinesses must be re-sampled?
Answer: No. The original samples were preserved so that they can be subject to electron microscopy.We wil l , however, re-sample if the need arises.
Medical Screening - A total of 2,382 peop l e have been scheduled for screening. However, because
the screening iacilities will not be ready on June 26, screening will not begin until July 5. This delay
lias caused the rescheduling of 389 p e o p l e , including 30 f rom o u l - o f - s l a t e . Fourteen of the lat ter
cannot be rescheduled and will be screened at the ho sp i ta l be fore the new screening f a c i l i t y is
operational. The 3,000 square f oo t building to house the screening has been delivered to the site in
three sections and is being assembled. An 8" sewer line has been laid to this building. The alley and
parking lot for this building has been paved. Another 900 square loot building that will house Pat
Cohen and Brad Black and s t a f f of the Prompt Care Clinic should arrive on June 23. Ten local
I>eople, including f our interviewers and six receptionist/schedulers will be hired locally through the
Job Service. As of July 19, two weeks a f t e r the screening begins, the 1-800 telephone number
will be answered in Libby. The need for anyone living for at least six montlis in Libby prior to 1990
to be screened has been or soon will be publicized in the local newspapers. It will also be announced
on KLCB radio as well as the Libby cable TV channel. Use of a free bill board is also being sought.
Posters are being hung throughout the town and Troy. Volunteer s are needed to hang the posters in
local churches.
Question from Audience Member - Did the number of calls to schedule screening increase after the
publicity in the newspaper?
Answer: Yes.
CAG Member Question - Was the soil at the medical screwing building sampled before the building
was erected?
Answer - No. Because the site was f o rmal ly a parking lo t , any dust that s e t t l ed during operation of
the mine was probably dispersed long ago. The s i te is now paved and wi l l not be a source of
contaminated dust.
CAG Member Comment^ - The rescheduling will changejihe number of screenings on some days from
the planned number of'55-60 to 80. While we thing this higher number can be accommodated, some
people may feel hurried.
CAG Member Comment - Brad Black reported that the protocol for additional testing of people in
the high risk category, i.e. cat-scans and full lung function, is under development by EPA '4- Dr.
Miller and himself. One of the difficult issues is deciding whom to include besides W.R. Grace
workers and their families in the high risk category.
CAG Member Question - How many people have self-referred for screening?
Answer: ATSDR will get this number for the next meeting.
U p d a t e on the Community Medical Trus t ?>Rick Palagi provided the update. The Community Medical Trust Steer ing Committee established by
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the GAG has interviewed three law firms that might provide assistance with es tabli shing the structure
and process for a trust. The three firms were the Dielrich Law Firm f r o m Helena , H o l l a n d and Hartf rom Billings, and the Doney Law Firm also in Helena with an associate in San Francisco. I he Doneygroup including Frank Crowiey, Alan Payne, and Mike Donavan were selected and asked to come to
a fu ture CAG meeting to discuss the trust and perhaps the role and purpose of the CAG i t s e l f .
Roger Sul l ivan
Mr. Palagi introduced Mr, Roger Sullivan, an attorney from K a l i s p e l l who has been involved in both
{)ersonal injury and class action law suits against W.R. Grace over Libby asbestos issues. According
to Mr. Sul l ivan about 150 Libby famil ie s have f i l ed personal injury suits against W.R. Grace, the f ir s t
of which was the Skramstad suit fifed in 1997. About 100 of these suits are f i l ed in Libby District
Court and 50 in federal court in Philadelphia. During discovery for these cases, documents were
obtained that demonstrated that W.R. Grace knew that the Libby ore contained asbestos, that the
asbestos was a deadly toxin, and that W.R. Grace did not disclose these f a c t s to its workers. Mr.
Sull ivan' s f i rm' s ongoing legal work has four goals:
• Obtaining compensation for personal injury and property damage;
• Ensuring that the state requires adequate clean up of W.R. Grace sites, including the export,screening, and mine tailings so that no one else is injured and Libby gets a clean bill of health;
• Defeat ing state and federal legislative e f f o r t s to give relief to corporations that caused asbestos

contamination by sh i f t ing clean-up and medical responsibilities to tax payers; and
• Pursuing class action law suits to ensure that W.R. Grace f u n d s long-term medical monitoring and

remediation of hazardous levels of asbestos.
The class action law suits are seeking punitive damage awards to the Libby community rather than
individuals that could provide funding to a community medical trust. Mr. Sullivan stated that his f i rm
is seeking a local solution to the asbestos problem that is complementary to others such as the CAG
that is working to benefit the Libby community.
Question from CAG Member - Will the class action suits seek money for medical treatment or just
long-term monitoring?
Answer: Funds for medical treatment should be sought through personal injury cases, not class
actions.
Question from Audience Member - In addition to asbestosis and lung cancer and mesothelioma, are
you seeking recovery for other cancers such as kidney and pancreatic cancer?
Answer: Asbestos exposure can cause increased incidence of other cancers, but a spec i f i c media tl
assessment is needed for each individual.
Question from CAG Member - In addition to the law suits, what about pursuing mediation with W.R.
Grace to set up a community medical trust?
Answer: Mediation is required in personal injury law suits. Particularly a f t e r the d e f ea t of the federal
asbestos legislation, W.R. Grace may seek settlements in the personal injury and class action law suits
f i l e d against it.
Question from CAG Member - What is the expected time frame for completing the class action law
suits that might be used to fund a community medical trust?
Answer - Compl e t i on time is uncertain.
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Question from CAG Member - What is the statute u] iirtiiiaiion fur filing suit?
A f t s w e f « One should always seek legal council to consider any i n d i v i d u a l case. General ly , for
personal injury eases i n v o l v i n g n e g l i g e n c e , the s t a t u t e ui l i m i t a t i o n is t h s e e yeai-s, and for other casestwo years.
Report f rom Stre s s Response T e a m
J a n S h u b e r t f r om E P A a n d Pain T u c k e r f r om A l S D K repuaed t i i u i they have cunduc t eJ f o u r
workshops at t ended by 20 to 25 p e o p l e , inc lud ing counse lor s , regi s t ered nurse;,, and social workers
f r o m Libby, K a l i s p e l i , and Helena . Libby communiiy hiembvrs have aiso a t t e n d e d . , Work shup
p a r t i c i p a n t s have expressed interest in e s t a b l i s h i n g a s u p p o r t g r o u p lor p e o p l e a i t eo t ed by the asbcsio
exposure. S l a t l f i o m A 1 S L > R , E P A , anti S t . J o h n ' s H o s p i t a l a r c c o o p e r a t i n g k > e s t a b l i s h a g r o u p i i i
two to three weeks. The o p p o r t u n i t y to p a r t i c i p a t e in ihe s u p p o r t g r o u p vuii be advert i s ed and a
\ o h u ' i t e e r group iacilitator vail be s v j u g i i i . Ms. bhu t / c r t aiiu i uektr p lan so icuurn u> i. ibby bi
S e p t e r j i b e r t o conduct work shops t or ihc g e n e / a i o o i n u u i i i H y .
Question from CAG Member - Why must the jaciisiatin* be. a wiiiitieer'? l;m 'ijtmdiug (tvuilabie to
}:-ay this person?
Answer: ATSDR f u n d i n g i s available oniy lor ineniai h e a l t h a s a e s i J i n e a i o , no t 101 i f ea ini ca i . Al Si)R
and iiPA liave brain- stonned p o s s i b l e l i u i d i n g sources, hi ' A . w i l l oc-ek ruik i ing i l u o u g h i l i c i i e a i i h
Resource Service Agency.
Question from CAG Member - When will ansnvr* be pro-tided to questions asked last week by Mr. Lee?
Answer - C o m p l e t e answers should \K. ava i lab l e ear ly in July.
Question from CAG Member • Has ALSDR funded counseling in the past?
/ V n s w e r - No. We have helped write gram requests.
Question from CAG Member - Has a community ever recovered m e n t a l l y and emot ional ly from a
s i tuation similar to that faced in Libby?
Answer - The community involved w i t h Three M i l e I s l a n d has been s tud i ed and stress e f f e c t s were
l>eing measured six to ten years a f t e r w a r d . The end of a community recovery process has not been
documented. Communities have not wanted long term p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e s t i n g l i om the iederai
government.
Question from CAG Member - Where is Libby in the recovery process?
Answer - Libby lias most l i k e l y experienced a j x;ak and c on t inue s at a level of chronic stress above
normal.
Question from CAG Member - Could A I SDK establish a psychological research component in Libby?
Answer - The f ed e ra l O f t l c e of Management and Budget blocks p sycho log i ca l research by f edera l
agencies. We can s u p p l y the names of univers i ty researchers interes ted in th i s area. S t e p h e n Couch
of Perm S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y is one such researcher.
Question from CAG Member - Are grants available for the CAG?
Answer - Not from EPA. If the CAG chose to incorporate as a non-prof i t , giants would be available.
C o l l e e n M i t c h e l l , Executive Dkector o f the Montana C h a p t e r o f the N a t i o n a l Assoc ia t i on o f Soc ia l
Workers, has agreed to search for f u n d i n g to pay the s u p p o r t g r o u p f a c i l i t a t o r .
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Statement from Audience Member - As the medical screenings are completed, people will need
immediate mental and emotional support. Money is needed for professional help.
Response: St. John's H o s p i t a l can act as a referral center for crises responses.
W.R. Grace Responses to CAG Member Questions
Because the W.R. Grace spokesperson was not in attendance, the W.R. Grace responses will bedeferred until the next meeting.
Other Audience and CAG Member Discussion
John Constan distributed a chronology of the State's involvement with the Libby asbestos problem.
The CAG agreed to revisit on a future meeting two topics , f u n d i n g for a f a c i l i t a t o r for the stress
support group and possible CAG incorporation.
Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 12,2000 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room
of the Libby City Hall. The CAG requested that Dr. Kardos , a representative of the W.R. Grace
medical plan administrator, H e a l t h Network of America, be invited to discuss the W.R. Grace medical
plan the July 12 meeting. Other agenda items requested included:
- Members of the Doney Law Firm will discuss formation of the community medical trust and the

role and purpose of the C A G ; and
- The W.R. Grace written responses to CAG Member Questions will be considered; and
- Continued discussion of fund ing for a f a c i l i t a t o r for the stress support group and possible CAG

incorporation.
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N a m e
Kenneth HaysRick Palagi
Kerry Beasley
Cyrus Lee
Bob Tunis
Mike Switzer
Commissioner Rita Windom
Sandy Wagner
Grayson Casey
David F. Latham
Mayor Tony Berget
Mike N o b l e
Wendy Thomi
Jan Shubert
I C W . M a k i
Don Willkins
Gayla Benefield
J o h n Constan
Nori ta Skramstad
Chris Poulet
Pam Tucker
Chris Weis
Brad Black

A p p e n d i x 1
CAG Member Attendance List

J u n e 8,2000
G r o u p / O r g a n i z a t i o n Represented

Lincoln County Council on Aging
St. Johns Lutheran H o s p i t a lSt. Johns Lutheran H o s p i t a lKootenai V a l l e y Headstart
Lincoln County Economic Development Corporation
Asbestos Vict ims
Lincoln County
Libby Resident
Kootenai Realty
The MontanianCity of Libby
Alternat e for Leroy Thorn
EPA Community Involvement
EPA Stress Project
Libby Schoo l s
Sawmill Workers
L C A V R O
DEQ
Asbestos Vict ims
A T S D R Region V I I I
A T S D R
EPA
Lincoln County H e a l t h O f f i c e r
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May 25, 2000

Pres en t ed t o t h e L i b b y C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p ( C . A . G . ) ;

First I would l i k e to t h a n k Lerha Parker for her p r e s e n t a t i o n two weeks ago.Some may have t h o u g h t that it was a little overdone. I t h i n k not. We have reacheda p o i n t in t h i s a sbe s to s issue that d r a w i n g p i c t u r e s to get the p o i n t across seemsa p p r o p r i a t e .Thi s i s a d i s a s t e r area in s low mot ion. It takes 10-50 years for the fu l l damagesto show.T r e m o l i t e A s b e s t o s i s toxic. I t causes cancers i f t h e l u n g , c o l on , k i d n e y s ,l a r y n g e a l , s tomach, g a l l b l a d d e r , pancrea s , ovaries, e s o p h a g u s , l y m p h o i d t i s su e; i tcauses a cancer ca l l ed meso the leoma tha t is a lmos t s p e c i f i c to asbestos exposureand if you have enough of it in your l u n g s it causes a sb e s t o s i s which produc e s l u n gf a i l u r e .Not al l w i l l d e v e l o p d i s ease f r o m th i s s tuf f , but we are al l at increased risk.T h e r e has been a s p i n put on t h i s asbestos issue tha t has made p e o p l e t h i n kthat t h i s i s o f concern for j u s t the mine workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s .This i s o f concern to a l l t h i s p o p u l a t i o n .F r o m a 1975, Grace air s a m p l i n g da ta shee t , comes three air s a m p l e s taken indowntown Libby. S t . Regi s o f f i c e area 1 . 5 F i b e r / C CH o s p i t a l area 1 . 1 F i b e r / C CJ . C . P e n n e y ' s S t o r e 0.67 F i b e r / C CThe current P e r m i s s i b l e Exposure Level set by OSHA for an 8 hour expo sure inthe o c c u p a t i o n a l s e t t i n g is 0.1 F i b e r / C C .W h a t does t h i s mean?T h i s means that the person at the St. Reg i s o f f i c e area in a 24 hr. p er i od hadi n h a l e d over 20 m i l l i o n f i b e r s .The person in the h o s p i t a l area i n h a l e d over 15 m i l l i o n f i b e r s and the p er son att h e J . C . P e n n e y ' s store i n h a l e d over 9 m i l l i o n T o x i c A s b e s t o s F i b e r s .P e o p l e , th i s is serious.On that rainy December day in 1975 we had no choice. No one t o l d us and wec o u l d n ' t s e e i t .T o d a y we have a choice and we have a window if o p p o r t u n i t y to put t o g e t h e rwhat is needed here for the f u t u r e .The M e d i c a l S c r e e n i n g has got to have 100% p a r t i c i p a t i o n by t h i s p o p u l a t i o n .This may be our o n l y o p p o r t u n i t y to secure the f u n d i n g for medi ca l needs andresearch that is needed.P e o p l e , a l l across America are concerned for the p e o p l e in L i b b y , M o n t a n a .I t ' s t ime f o r t h e p e o p l e i n L i b b y t o b e concerned about L i b b y .If I have mi s s t a t ed a a n y t h i n g i would ask to be e n l i g h t e n e d .
T h a n k - y o u


